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Takfir among the Late Ash'aris
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Abstract:

This research aims to explain
the seriousness of takfir in general and to
clarify the stance of the righteous
predecessors in warning against this
dangerous scourge, staying away from
it, and being cautious in its application.
The research also aims to clarify the
approach of the late Ash'aris in the issue
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of takfir and their divergence from what
the early Asharis and righteous
predecessors adhered to. The research
follows the inductive method, followed
by a comparative critical analysis. This
is done by examining the issues that
included takfir among the late Ash‘aris,
then collecting and studying the most
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important  ones, analyzing and
evaluating these issues, and comparing
them with the approach of the early
predecessors.

This research consists of an
introduction, a preface, two main topics, a
conclusion, and indexes. The introduction
includes the research problem, reasons for
choosing the topic and its importance, the
study's boundaries, previous studies, the
research methodology, and its plan. The
preface involves defining the terms of the
title. It has two main requirements: the
first requirement is defining the term
'disbelief' according to Ahl al-Sunnah.
The second requirement is defining the
late Ash'aris and specifying disbelief
according to them. This includes two
issues: the first issue is defining the late
Ash'aris. The second issue is defining the
term ‘'disbelief' according to the late
Ashari scholars.

The first topic: The approach of
the late Ashari scholars in takfir
includes the following points:

1. Describing their opponents as
infidels.

2. Takfir based on theological principles.
3. Takfir by adhering to the apparent
meanings of the texts of the Qur'an and
Sunnah.

4. Not following the texts of takfir.

5. Their judgment of some of their
opponents as destined for Hell.

6. Their saying, "We do not declare
anyone a disbeliever except those who
declare us disbelievers."

The second topic: A comparison
between the early and late Ash'aris on

the issue of takfir. It includes two
requirements:

1. The first requirement is the points of
agreement between the early and late
Asharis.

2. The second requirement is the points
of difference between the early and late
Ash'aris.

Conclusion: The conclusion
contains the most important results.

The research concluded with
several findings, the most prominent of
which are: that Takfir is a right of Allah
Almighty, and it is not permissible for
anyone to expel someone from the
religion of Allah except with clear
evidence and proof that will excuse him
before Allah. It clarifies the significant
gap between what Abu al-Hasan al-
Ash'ari and those who lived with him
and were close to his time believed, and
what those who came after him and
those who adhered to his doctrine
believed. Abd al-Qahir al-Baghdadi was
the nucleus of development in the
Ash'ari doctrine, marking a qualitative
shift, initiating the era of the "late
Ash'aris". The audacity of the late
Ash'aris in describing their opponents as
infidels, declaring those who disagree
with them as infidels under the pretext
that they declare them infidels, thus
deviating from the approach of the
Prophet (peace be upon him) and his
companions in dealing with dissenters.

Keywords: Takfir, disbelief,
Ash'aris, late Ash'aris.
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