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ABSTRACT

Epics are an integral part of the
creative heritage of nations, as they
reflect human imagination—an essential
element of human existence. For this
reason, humanity turned to these epics to
give free rein to its imagination in a vast
space that allows for expression and
self-discovery.

Among the epics that played a
pivotal role in shaping human cultural
thought are the Assyrian Epic of
Gilgamesh and the Indian Mahabharata,
both of which represent a vivid
embodiment of ancient human thought
and mythology. The Epic of Gilgamesh
portrays the journey of a hero seeking
immortality, while the Mahabharata
revolves around a struggle between good
and evil, raising profound questions
about duty, karma, and the human soul.
In this way, these epics can be
considered among the most significant
milestones in the history of world
literature, as they reflect human

aspirations, desires, and ethics within a
symbolic framework rich in lessons and
insights.

This study aims to explore the
depths of these two epics, seeking to
analyze  their  intellectual  and
philosophical dimensions, compare
them, and uncover their shared religious,
ethical, and philosophical elements. One
of the most important findings of the
research is that both epics contain
narrative and philosophical richness that
mirrors the depth of human experience,
in addition to their depiction of human
emotions and existential aspirations.
Furthermore, the two epics stand out as
literary and intellectual encyclopedias.
The researchers adopted descriptive,

analytical, and comparative
methodologies.
Keywords: Mahabharata —

Gilgamesh — Epics — Eastern Religions
— Mythology.
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(2) "Narrative Poetry" in Preminger, A. eds. Princefon Encyclopedia of Poetry and Poetics. st ed.

Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1975, P;544.
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(1) Grimes, J. A Concise Dictionary of Indian Philosophy. New York: State University of New York
Press, 1996, P:18.

(2) Datta, B. Encyclopaedia of Hindu Gods and Goddesses. 2nd ed. India: Sarup & Sons, 2001,
P:10.

(3) Harshananda, S. Hindu Gods and Goddesses. India: Sri Ramakrishna Math Printing Press, P:7-
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(1) Grimes, J. A Concise Dictionary of Indian Philosophy. New York: State University of New York
Press, 1996, P:234.

(2) Datta, B. Encyclopaedia of Hindu Gods and Goddesses. 2nd ed. India: Sarup & Sons, 2001,
P:248.

(3) Lochtefeld, James, G. The lliustrated Encyclopedia of Hinduism. 1st ed. New York: The Rosen
Publishing Group, 2002, P:518.

(4) Datta, B. Encyclopaedia of Hindu Gods and Goddesses. 2nd ed. India: Sarup & Sons, 2001,
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(1) Ibid., P:306.

(2) Harshananda, S. Hindu Gods and Goddesses. India: Sri Ramakrishna Math Printing Press,
P:59.

(3) Ibid., P:59.
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(1) Datta, B. Encyclopaedia of Hindu Gods and Goddesses. 2nd ed. India: Sarup & Sons, 2001,
P:91.
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(2) Harshananda, S. Hindu Gods and Goddesses. India: Sri Ramakrishna Math Printing Press,
P:16.
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(3) Datta, B. Encyclopaedia of Hindu Gods and Goddesses. 2nd ed. India: Sarup & Sons, 2001,
P:355.
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(1) Datta, B. Encyclopaedia of Hindu Gods and Goddesses. 2nd ed. India: Sarup & Sons, 2001,
P:167-168.
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(1) Lochtefeld, James, G. The lliustrated Encyclopedia of Hinduism. 1st ed. New York: The Rosen
Publishing Group, 2002, P:152.

(2) Harshananda, S. Hindu Gods and Goddesses. India: Sri Ramakrishna Math Printing Press,
P:10-11.

(3) Datta, B. Encyclopaedia of Hindu Gods and Goddesses. 2nd ed. India: Sarup & Sons, 2001,
P:151 -153.
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(1) Datta, B. Encyclopaedia of Hindu Gods and Goddesses. 2nd ed. India: Sarup & Sons, 2001,
P:371.

(2) Lochtefeld, James, G. The lliustrated Encyclopedia of Hinduism. 1st ed. New York: The Rosen
Publishing Group, 2002, P:776.

(3) Harshananda, S. Hindu Gods and Goddesses. India: Sri Ramakrishna Math Printing Press,
P:19.
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(4) Lochtefeld, James, G. The lliustrated Encyclopedia of Hinduism. 1st ed. New York: The Rosen
Publishing Group, 2002, P:776.
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(1) Harshananda, S. Hindu Gods and Goddesses. India: Sri Ramakrishna Math Printing Press,
P:80.

(2) Datta, B. Encyclopaedia of Hindu Gods and Goddesses. 2nd ed. India: Sarup & Sons, 2001,
P:293.

(3) Harshananda, S. Hindu Gods and Goddesses. India: Sri Ramakrishna Math Printing Press,
P:81.
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(4) Datta, B. Encyclopaedia of Hindu Gods and Goddesses. 2nd ed. India: Sarup & Sons, 2001,

P:293.

(5) Dutt, R. The Changing Paradigms of Sarasvati as Reflected in Early Indian Literary
Traditions. (IJCRT) International Journal of Creative Research Thoughts 9, no. 11, 2021, P: a665
https://www.academia.edu/84774773/The_Changing_Paradigms_of Sarasvati_as_Reflected in_Ear

ly_Indian_Literary Traditions
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(1) Look: Ryanm, James, D & Jones, Constance, A. Encyclopedia of Hinduism. 1st ed. New York:
Facts on File, 2007, P:256.

(2) Harshananda, S. Hindu Gods and Goddesses. India: Sri Ramakrishna Math Printing Press,
P:85.

(3) Datta, B. Encyclopaedia of Hindu Gods and Goddesses. 2nd ed. India: Sarup & Sons, 2001,
P:198.

(4) Harshananda, S. Hindu Gods and Goddesses. India: Sri Ramakrishna Math Printing Press,
P:84.

(5) Datta, B. Encyclopaedia of Hindu Gods and Goddesses. 2nd ed. India: Sarup & Sons, 2001,
P:197.
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(1) Lochtefeld, James, G. The lliustrated Encyclopedia of Hinduism. 1st ed. New York: The Rosen
Publishing Group, 2002, P:433.

(2) Datta, B. Encyclopaedia of Hindu Gods and Goddesses. 2nd ed. India: Sarup & Sons, 2001,
P:220.

(3) Bhattacharji, S. The Indian Theogony. New York: Cambridge University Press, 1970, P:35.
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(1) Datta, B. Encyclopaedia of Hindu Gods and Goddesses. 2nd ed. India: Sarup & Sons, 2001,
P:329.
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(1) Datta, B. Encyclopaedia of Hindu Gods and Goddesses. 2nd ed. India: Sarup & Sons, 2001,
P:330.

(2) Lochtefeld, James, G. The lliustrated Encyclopedia of Hinduism. 1st ed. New York: The Rosen
Publishing Group, 2002, P:674.

(3) Ibid., p. 674.
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