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A Critical Review of the Literature on Economic Transformations and
Their Impact on Qatari Family Stability, and the Legal Solutions
Supporting Family Cohesion, in Light of Islamic Sharia

Dr. Turki Obaid Al-Marri et al

ABSTRACT

This research aims to provide a
critical literature review on the impact of
successive economic transformations on
Qatari family stability and the legal
solutions supporting its cohesion,
identifying research and legislative gaps
to inform a subsequent field study. The
research adopts four integrated methods:
descriptive-analytical, historical,
comparative, and critical literature
review as the primary approach,
surveying approximately fifty studies
drawn from academic databases, peer-
reviewed journals, and specialized
centers, spanning the late 1980s to the
present.

Findings from prior literature show
that these transformations, despite
achieving  unprecedented  material
welfare and professional empowerment
for women, generated major structural

challenges: notably "role conflict"
among working women, excessive
consumerism  leading to  debt

accumulation and rising divorce rates,
near-total reliance on Asian domestic

workers affecting children's cultural
identity, and an emerging generational
value gap. Their recommendations
centered on flexible-work legislation,
institutional ~ childcare,  regulating
marriage costs, and mandatory family
mediation before divorce.

This research offered a critical
discussion of that literature, pointing to
aspects meriting further attention,
including: a tendency in some of it
toward solutions that may not always
align with definitive Sharia principles,
limited guidance on how Western
experiences are drawn upon, a tendency
in some studies to view family relations
in narrowly material terms, and a need
for fuller jurisprudential grounding in
dividing newly emerged financial
burdens between spouses; matters to be
explored more fully in a subsequent field
study, God willing.

Keywords: Qatari Family,
Economic Transformations, Family
Stability, Islamic Sharia, Critical

Literature Review, Family Law.
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