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The Islamic University of Madinah
ABSTRACT

Public funds are a vital cornerstone
for state stability and economic growth,
making their protection essential to
ensuring sustainable development and
enhancing public trust. This research
examines the impact of the principle of
publicity, as stipulated in the
Government Tenders and Procurement
Law, on safeguarding public funds
through a descriptive-analytical
methodology.

The study aims to clarify the concept
of publicity as a foundational principle
of the system and its role in enhancing
integrity to protect public funds.
Additionally, it evaluates the procedures
applied across government procurement
stages, identifying obstacles to prevent
the misuse or misallocation of funds, and
assessing  whether this  principle
successfully directs public spending
toward the best proposals in terms of
quality and price.

Using an analytical methodology,
the research 1is structured into an
introduction, two main sections, and a
conclusion. The first section defines the
core terms in the title. The second

section examines the principle of
publicity in competitor qualification,
contracting methods, the announcement
of tender results, and its overall impact
on protecting public funds.

Key findings reveal that the Saudi
legislator positioned publicity as a
fundamental principle immune to
suspension, even during technical
outages. Furthermore, publicity expands
market participation—fostering genuine
competition and fair pricing—and
ensures equal access to information
without discrimination.

Key recommendations include
adding a sixth paragraph to Article 51 of
the Law to mandate tender cancellation
upon publicity breaches, inserting a
sixth paragraph into Article 41 of the
Executive Regulations requiring limited
competition only when supplier
databases are permanently public online,
and amending Paragraph 3 of Article 48
of the Executive Regulations to make its
provisions mandatory.

Keywords: Publicity - Public Funds
- Administrative Contracts -
Government Tenders.
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