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Abstract

This study examines the Divine
Name Al-Latif in the Holy Qur’an by
analyzing its Qur’anic contexts,
surveying exegetical views on its
meaning, and investigating the role of
context in directing its meaning in each
occurrence.

It aims to identify the linguistic and
exegetical meanings of Al-Latif and
examine its occurrences in light of their
thematic, textual, and situational
contexts and the accompanying Divine
Names. The study employs the inductive
method to identify the occurrences of the
Name and survey exegetical views, and
the analytical method to examine their
contexts and semantic implications. The
study is organized into a preliminary
section and two main sections. The
preliminary section addresses the
meaning of the Divine Name Al-Latif
and the concept of Qur’anic context. The
first main section examines the
occurrences of the Name in contexts of
knowledge and encompassment, while

the second examines its occurrences in
contexts of divine management and
subtle benevolence.

The study concludes that Al-Latif
conveys two complementary meanings:
Allah’s perfect knowledge of subtle and
hidden matters, and His benevolence
toward His creation through the subtle
management of their interests. The first
meaning is prominent in the occurrences
found in Surahs Al-An‘am, Lugman,
and Al-Mulk, whereas the second is
prominent in those found in Surahs
Yusuf, Al-Hajj, and Al-Shura. The two
meanings overlap in the occurrence
found in Surat Al-Ahzab. The
accompanying Divine Names further
direct the meaning of Al-Latif, while the
diversity of contexts reveals its
interconnected semantic dimensions.

Keywords: Al-Latif,  Divine
Names, Qur’anic Context, Semantic
Exegesis, Knowledge of Hidden
Matters, Divine Providence,
Benevolence.
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Romanization of Resources

1. Anmoudhaj Jaleel fi As'ilah Wa'ajwibah 'an Gharaa'ib Aayi Attanzeel,
Zaynuddeen Abu 'Abdullah Mohammed bin Abi Bakr bin 'Abdul-Qadir Al-
Hanafi Al-Razi, Verifier: Dr. 'Abdul-Rahman bin Ibrahim Al-Matrudi, Dar
'Aalam Al-Kutub, Riyadh, Ist ed., 1413h-1991.

2. Irshaad Al'aql Assaleem 'ila Mazaaya Al-Qur'an Alkareem, Abu Al-Sa'oud
Mohammed bin Mohammed bin Mustafa Al-Tmaadi, House of Arab Heritage
Revival, Beirut.

3. Anwaar Attanzeel Wa'asraar Atta'weel, Nasiruddeen Abu Sa'eed 'Abdullah bin
'Omar bin Mohammed Al-Shirazi Al-Baydhawi, Verifier: Mohammed 'Abdul-
Rahman Al-Mur'ashli, House of Arab Heritage Revival, Beirut, 1st ed., 1418h.

4. Bahr Al'oloum, Abu Al-Layth Nasr bin Mohammed bin Ahmed Al-Samarqandi,
Verifier: Dr. Mahmoud Matraji, Dar Al-Fikr, Beirut.

5. Albahr Almuheet fi Attafseer, Abu Hayyan Mohammed bin Yusuf Al-Andalusi,
Verifiers: Sidqi Mohammed Jameel, Zuhayr Ju'eid, and 'Irfan Al-'Asha
Hassounah, Dar Al-Fikr, Beirut, 1st ed., 1420h-2000.

6. Badaa't' Alfawaa'id, Shamsuddeen Mohammed bin Abi Bakr bin Ayyoub bin
Sa'd Ibn Qayyim Al-Jawziyyah, House of Arabic Book, Beirut.

7. Ta'weelaat Ahl Assunnah: Tafseer Al-Maturidi, Abu Mansour Mohammed bin
Mohammed bin Mahmoud Al-Maturidi, Verifier: Dr. Majdi Basloum, House of
Scientific Books, Beirut, 1st ed., 1426h-2005.

8. Attahreer Wattanweer, Mohammed Al-Tahir Ibn 'Aashour, Tunisian House,
Tunisia, 1404h-1984.

9. Attasheel Li'oloum Attanzeel, Abu Al-Qasim Mohammed bin Ahmed bin Juzay
Al-Kalbi, Verifier: Dr. 'Abdullah Al-Khalidi, Dar Al-Arqam bin Abi Al-Argam,
Beirut, 1st ed., 1416h.

10. Attafseer Albaseet, Abu Al-Hasan 'Ali bin Ahmed Al-Wahidi, Verified by a
Group of Researchers in Fifteen PhD Theses at Imam Muhammad bin Saud
Islamic University, Deanship of Scientific Research, Imam Muhammad bin
Saud Islamic University, 1st ed., 1430h.

11. Tafseer Al-Qur'an, Abu Al-Muzhaffar Mansour bin Mohammed bin 'Abdul-
Jabbar Ibn Ahmed Al-Marwazi Al-Sam'ani, Verifiers: Yasser bin Ibrahim and
Ghoneim bin 'Abbas bin Ghoneim, Dar Al-Watan, Riyadh, 1st ed., 1418h-1997.

12. Tafseer Al-Qur'an Al'azheem, Abu Al-Fida' Ismail bin 'Omar Ibn Katheer,
Verifier: Sami bin Mohammed Salamah, Dar Taybah, Riyadh, 2nd ed., 1420h-
1999.

13. Attayseer fi Attafseer, Najmuddeen 'Omar bin Mohammed bin Ahmed Al-
Nasafi Al-Hanafi, Verifiers: Maher Adeeb Habboush and Others, Dar Al-Lubab
for Studies and Heritage Verification, Istanbul, 1st ed., 1440h-2019.

14. Tayseer Alkareem Al-Rahman fi Tafseer Kalaam Al-Mannaan, Abu 'Abdullah
'Abdul-Rahman bin Nasir Al-Sa'di, Verifier: 'Abdul-Rahman bin Mu'alla Al-
Luwayhiq, Al-Resalah Foundation, Beirut, 1st ed., 1420h-2000.
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15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

24.

25.

26.

27.

28.

Jaami' Albayaan 'an Ta'weel Aayi Al-Qur'an, Abu Ja'far Mohammed bin Jareer
Al-Tabari, Verifier: Dr. 'Abdullah bin 'Abdul-Muhsin Al-Turki, Dar Hajr, Cairo,
Ist ed., 1422h-2001.

Aljaami' Li'ahkaam Al-Qur'an, Abu 'Abdullah Mohammed bin Ahmed Al-
Qurtubi, Verifiers: Ahmed Al-Bardouni and Ibrahim Atfeesh, Egyptian House
of Books, Cairo, 2nd ed., 1384h-1964.

Rouh Alma'aani fi Tafseer Al-Qur'an Al'azheem Wassab' Almathaani,
Shihabuddeen Mahmoud bin 'Abdullah Al-Alousi, House of Scientific Books,
Beirut, 1st ed., 1415h-1994.

Zaad Almaseer fi 'Elm Attafseer, Abu Al-Faraj 'Abdul-Rahman bin 'Ali bin
Mohammed Ibn Al-Jawzi, Verifier: 'Abdul-Razzaq Al-Mahdi, House of Arabic
Book, Beirut, 1st ed., 1422h.

Sha'n Addu'aa', Abu Sulayman Hamad bin Mohammed bin Ibrahim Al-Khattabi
Al-Busti, Verifier: Ahmed Yusuf Al-Daqqaq, House of Arab Culture, 3rd ed.,
1412h-1992.

Assihaah Taaj Allughah Wa Sihaah Al'arabiyyah, Abu Nasr Ismail bin Hammad
Al-Jawhari Al-Farabi, Verifier: Ahmed 'Abdul-Ghafour 'Attar, Dar Al-'TIm
Lilmalayin, Beirut, 4th ed., 1407h-1987.

Fath Al-Qadeer Aljaami' Bayna Fannai Arrewaayah Wadderaayah min 'Elm
Attafseer, Judge Mohammed bin 'Ali Al-Shawkani, Dar Ibn Katheer, Damascus,
and Dar Al-Kalim Al-Tayyib, Beirut, 1st ed., 1414h.

Alkashshaaf 'an Haqaa'iq Ghawaamidh Attanzeel Wa'oyoun Al'agaaweel fi
Wujouh Atta'weel, Abu Al-Qasim Mahmoud bin 'Omar Al-Zamakhshari, House
of Arabic Book, Beirut, 3rd ed., 1407h.

Alkashf Walbayaan 'an Tafseer Al-Qur'an, Abu Ishaq Ahmed bin Mohammed
bin Ibrahim Al-Tha'labi Al-Naysabouri, Verified by a Group of Researchers in
Academic Theses at Umm Al-Qura University, Dar Al-Tafseer, Jeddah, 1st ed.,
1436h-2015.

Lisaan Al-'Arab, Jamaluddeen Abu Al-Fadhl Mohammed bin Mukarram bin 'Ali
Ibn Manzour Al-Ansari Al-Ruwayfi'i Al-Ifriqi, Marginal Notes by Al-Yaziji and
a Group of Linguists, Dar Sader, Beirut, 3rd ed., 1414h.

Lubaab Atta'weel fi Ma'aani Attanzeel, 'Ala'uddeen 'Ali bin Mohammed bin
Ibrahim Al-Khazin, Verifier: 'Abdul-Salam Mohammed 'Ali Shahin, House of
Scientific Books, Beirut, 1st ed., 1415h.

Almuharrar Alwajeez fi Tafseer Alkitaab Al'azeez, Judge Abu Mohammed
'Abdul-Haq bin Ghalib bin 'Attiyah Al-Andalusi, Verifier: 'Abdul-Salam 'Abdul-
Shafi Mohammed, House of Scientific Books, Beirut, 1st ed., 1422h-2001.
Ma'aalim Attanzeel fi Tafseer Al-Qur'an, Abu Mohammed Al-Husain bin
Mas'oud Al-Baghawi, Verifiers: Mohammed 'Abdullah Al-Nimr, 'Othman
Jum'ah Dhumayriyyah, and Sulayman Muslim Al-Harash, Dar Taybah, Riyadh,
4th ed., 1417h-1997.

Mu'jam Maqaayees Allughah, Abu Al-Husain Ahmed bin Faris bin Zakariyya,
Verifier: 'Abdul-Salam Mohammed Haroun, Mustafa Al-Babi Al-Halabi and
Sons Library and Printing Company, Egypt, 2nd ed., 1389-1392h, 1969-1972.
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29. Mafaateeh Alghayb, Fakhruddeen Mohammed bin 'Omar Al-Razi, House of
Arab Heritage Revival, Beirut, 3rd ed., 1420h.

30. Almufradaat fi Ghareeb Al-Qur'an, Abu Al-Qasim Al-Husain bin Mohammed
Al-Raghib Al-Asfahani, Verifier: Safwan 'Adnan Al-Dawoudi, Dar Al-Qalam,
Damascus, and Al-Dar Al-Shamiyyah, Beirut, 1st ed., 1412h.

31. Almagsad Al'asna fi Sharh Ma'aani Asmaa' Allah Alhusna, Abu Hamid
Mohammed bin Mohammed Al-Ghazali Al-Tousi, Verifier: Bassam 'Abdul-
Wahhab Al-Jabi, Al-Jaffan and Al-Jabi, Cyprus, 1st ed., 1407h-1987.

32. Annukat Wal'oyoun, Abu Al-Hasan 'Ali bin Mohammed bin Habeeb Al-
Mawardi Al-Basri, Verifier: Al-Sayyid bin 'Abdul-Magsoud bin 'Abdul-
Raheem, House of Scientific Books, Beirut.

33. Al-Hidaayah 'ila Bulough Al-Nihaayah fi 'Elm Ma'aani Al-Qur'an Wa Tafseerih
Wa Ahkaamih Wa Jumal min Funoun 'Oloumih, Abu Mohammed Makki bin
Abi Talib Al-Qaysi, Verified by a Group of Researchers in Academic Theses at
the College of Graduate Studies and Scientific Research, University of Sharjah,
supervised by Prof. Al-Shahid Al-Boushikhi, Majmou'at Buhouth Al-Kitab
Wassunnah, College of Shari'ah and Islamic Studies, University of Sharjah, 1st
ed., 1429h-2008.
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