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A Critical Hadith and Juristic Examination of the Report: “Whoever
Catches One Rakah of Jumuah or Any Other Prayer Has Completed His
Prayer”

Dr. Saleh bin Mohammed bin Abdul Qadir Al-Amoudi”

*Assistant Professor at the Islamic University

At Al-Madinah Al-Munawara

Abstract:

This study offers a rigorous
analytical examination of the hadith:
“Whoever catches one rakah of Jumuah
or any other prayer has completed his
prayer.” It investigates the report
through both hadith-critical and juristic
methodologies« with particular focus on
the variance among transmitters
regarding its connected (mawstl) and
interrupted (mursal) versions. The
analysis evaluates the chains of
transmission and determines the relative
strength of the reported variants. The
findings indicate that the preponderant
view upholds the version containing the
term “prayer” alone¢ without the
additional specification of “Jumuah”« as
the reliable narrators from al-Zuhr1 do
not transmit this addition< while those
who do include it are generally graded
weak. Furthermore« the term “prayer” is
sufficiently comprehensive to
encompass Jumuah within its semantic
scope From a juristic perspective¢ the
study concludes that the dominant
opinion—adopted by the majority of
scholars¢ including the four Sunni

schools—is that anyone who catches
one rakah of the Jumuah prayer is
deemed to have caught the Jumuah¢
even if no portion of the sermon was
attended¢ and must therefore complete
the prayer by adding an additional rakah.
This is contrasted with the position held
by some early authorities who
conditioned the validity of Jumuah upon
attending the sermon; according to this
view¢ missing the sermon necessitates
performing four rakahs instead. The
study further establishes that failing to
catch the bowing (rukii) of the second
rakah constitutes missing the Jumuah
altogether< in which case the prayer
must be completed as Zuhr upon the
imam’s salam—aligning with the
majority’s stance and opposing that of
Abt Hanifahc who maintains that
joining the imam in the final tashahhud
still obligates the latecomer to perform
two rakahs of Jumuah.

Keywords: catching one rakah;
completion of prayer; Jumuah rulings;
latecomer provisions; juristic analysis.
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