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c¢s and the Impact of Epidemics on

Ecclesiastical Thought and Practice “The Black Death as a Model”
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*PhD Researcher« King Khalid University
Abstract

This study examines the Church’s
stance toward epidemics and their
impact on ecclesiastical thought and
practice« with a particular focus on the
Black Death as a historical model. The
research analyzes the religious and
social responses adopted by the
medieval European Church and explores
how the epidemic reshaped theological
perspectives and ecclesiastical behavior.

The study employs the historical-
analytical method« drawing on primary
contemporary sources such as medical
treatises and chronicles¢ in addition to
the descriptive-analytical approach to
assess the broader intellectual and social
implications of the epidemic within
fourteenth-century Europe.

— The Church initially interpreted the
epidemic as divine punishment¢ which
influenced its rituals and public
discourse.

— The Black Death exposed institutional
weaknesses within the Church¢
leading to a noticeable decline in
public trust.

—The epidemic  contributed to
significant shifts in European religious
thought« paving the way for later
movements such as the Reformation.

— Epidemics played a crucial role in
reshaping social and economic
structures¢« which in turn affected the
Church’s authority and societal role

Keywords: plague< Black Death¢

epidemics¢ social and economic
The research concludes with several | !Mpacts.
key findings¢ including:
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North And 1.1. Roche« Lancaster.Boston(1985:p. 21-31.
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1 ) Anna Montgomery Campbell: The black death and men of learning. Columbia University Press¢
1931p.61-62.

2 ) Guy de Chauliac: La Grande Chirurgie de Guy de Chauliacp.170-171 ; Walsh J.J.: Guy de
Chauliac: Old—time makers of medicine«p. 284-286.

3 ) Guy de Chaulia: Op.Citp.171; Stephane Barry: La Peste noire dans I’Occident chrétien et
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1 ) Holt. J¢ Presidential Address: Feudal Society and the Family in Early Medieval England: IV. The
Heiress and the Alien.” Cambridge University Press: 12 February 2009. PP. 1-28.
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1 ) Mullett.C. F. the Bubonic Plague and England. University of Kentucky Press¢ 1956« p.82.
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Palgrave Macmillan New York: 30 April 2016<P.109-110
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