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The Sufi Experience in al-Ghazali and Ibn Arabi: A Critical Study of Sources
of Knowledge and Modes of Reception in Light of Ahl al-Sunnah wa al-
Jama‘ah
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Abstract

This study examines the Sufi
experience and sources of knowledge in
selected writings by Abu Hamid al-
Ghazali and Muhyi al-Din Ibn Arabi. It
compares dhawq and kashf, then
assesses their evidentiary limits in light
of the authority of revelation in Ahl al-
Sunnah wa al-Jama‘ah. Al-Ghazali
distinguishes discursive inquiry from
inward experience; his position on
reason and transmitted revelation cannot
be reduced to a simple hierarchy. Ibn
Arabi describes some of his writing as
divine dictation and impartation and
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assigns kashf an interpretive role in parts
of al-Futuhat al-Makkiyya. The study
concludes that the possibility of
inspiration does not make it binding
proof or an independent source of law or
doctrine. Using a comparative analytical
method, it distinguishes the authors’

statements from the researcher’s
assessment.

Keywords: Sufism; Gnosis
(‘Irfan); al-Ghazali; Ibn ‘Arabri;

Kashf (Unveiling); Certainty; Reason
and Revelation.
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