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Dr.Tarig Mohammed Al-Mugaim

Abstract

This study explores Al-Jahiz’s
stance on the book using a
phenomenological approach and

descriptive-analytical survey to uncover
his subjective consciousness toward it,
moving beyond previous studies that
limited its role strictly to the cognitive
transmission of knowledge.

The research demonstrates that Al-
Jahiz transformed the book from a mere
manufactured inanimate object (paper
and ink) into an "active presence" and an
interactive, living companion. Through
an "anthropomorphization" of this
material object, it served as a substitute
for wvolatile human relationships—
becoming a comforting companion in
solitude, a compliant friend, and a secure
psychological refuge.

Furthermore, the study analyzes the
multidimensional facets of this bond: its
educational value in sharpening the
intellect, refining morals, and mitigating
bigotry; its spiritual and sermonic
utility; and its economic worth as

optimal inheritance exempt from taxes
and secure against impoverishment. The
study also highlights the book’s
civilizational dimension as a bridge
connecting  diverse cultures and
immortalizing nations, its elevated
social and communicative standing, Al-
Jahiz's appreciation for its material
aesthetics (ink and paper), and its
entertaining function of blending
earnestness with levity to dispel
monotony.

The study concludes that Al-Jahiz’s
experience lays the groundwork for
understanding the "biography of things"
in Arab heritage, illustrating how
material objects became profoundly

132

integrated into  his intellectual,
psychological, and social fabric.

Keywords:

Al-Jahiz; Attitude toward the book;
Phenomenological approach;
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